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icmslup departure Departure from your land connotes physmal departu* Departure from your

blmnderstood a5 leavitip the mother who teaches the child the basics of behavior; the
eafly years of OTigs Hile it ones birthpiace shape and determine one’s behavior patierns. Departure
from your father’s house refers 1o clannish estrangement, alienation from one’s kin. Abraham was
called upon to form a new fellowship, in which the teacher becommes the parent and the student
becomes the child. A new concept of fatherhood emerged, one based upon communication and
common devotion rather than upon biological factors, Parent-teacher and child-disciple relations
replace the progenitor-offspring relationship i oo,

" RYES

vironment he was born and reared in. The spmtua! straying is the gist of the command here; the
physical journey is of secondary importande. AbTalari fust 1orsake his past and transplant himself
intS3 Tiew istorical dimension. Fis synonym is an ivii (14:13), a wanderer or a “yonderman” who
came {rom beyond the river, 2 man who does not belong here. God preferred the shepherd as His
U‘ confidant; He selected 2 member of a stable society and converted him into a nomad. Severance
of all ties with an urban, closed environument was a conditio sine qua non for the realization of the
covenant. R RN TNCR T RTRN R T : -
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The charismatic personality
[ must dissociate himsel! from his national connections and completely frec himself from the en- 7
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